
 

Northampton District 
Hinckley Circuit               23/11 

19th August 2026 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the 

gospel of God’s love in Christ and to live out its discipleship 

in worship and mission. 

 

 

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is 

good 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 

mourn.  

Romans 12: 1, 14 & 15 



Around Our Circuit 

Sapcote Methodist Church 

 

 

 

Holy Communion at Sapcote led by Rev’d Edward Sakwe 

All Welcome 

Wednesday 09 September at 10am 

 



Community Bible Study  

Burbage Methodist Church 

Starting in September: Ephesians  

Thursdays 1.30pm - 3.00pm     Term 

time only 

A 12 week study of a letter written by Paul to the people of Ephesus. 

Written nearly 2,000 years ago the message is still fresh and relevant 

for today. The study includes: 

Individual study using written material  

Class discussion and commentary  

To express interest to ensure enough booklets are available and for 

further details please contact: 

Pat Starbuck ( patstarbuck@btinternet.com) 

Hilary Union ( hilaryunion@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday services are live streamed each Sunday from 

10.30 from Burbage Methodist Church. If you would like 

to join the worship, the link is: 

www.youtube.com/@burbagemethodistchurch/live 

 

 

mailto:patstarbuck@btinternet.com
mailto:hilaryunion@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/@burbagemethodistchurch/live


A SHORT HISTORY OF STONEY STANTON METHODIST 

CHURCH  

Nov. 1886 - Aug. 2026 

Stoney Stanton Methodist Church will be holding a 

its final service on 30 August at 3pm.  They would 

love to see you there, however numbers are limited 

so please let Judith Cooke know if you would like to 

attend. Parking is available at the Living Rock 

church car park. 

 

Stoney Stanton Methodist Church opened in November 1886, and 

worship has been celebrated ever since, it is with sadness that we 

will cease to worship on 30th August 2026 at 3pm. Over the one 

hundred and forty years since opening the church has served the 

community of Stoney Stanton in many ways, and we have a lot to 

celebrate and give thanks for at the final service, the mission of the 

church will still continue with the remaining members that live 

locally. Those wishing too will be able to join with the congregation 

at Sapcote Methodist Church just down the road. 

So much has happened over the one hundred and forty years that 

the church has been active, and there have been many changes. 

When the church opened the Sunday Service was in the evening at 

6pm, there was Sunday school at 10.30am and at 2.30pm. The 

children and their leaders would gather around the stove, in the 

winter to keep warm, the Sunday school was led by Mr. Sharmen, 

following him was Cynthia Clark from Sapcote, followed by Edna Hill, 

Mary Brown, and Valerie Johnson. When Edna and Valerie moved 

away, Val Johnson and Ann Stevens carried on the work. 

Each year there was a Sunday school outing to Trentham Gardens, 

which was greatly looked forward to. There was a prize given each 



year for all the children attending, and at Christmas a party. The 

Sunday school anniversary was looked forward to each year and like 

many churches in those days a stage was built. The Sunday school 

ceased to meet in the early seventy’s. 

Local people made up a choir led by Mr. Hubert Lane and the organ 

was played by Clive Bennet of Hinckley. After Clive left Roderick 

Holyland played and has continued to do so until this present time, 

53 years in total.  

There have been various stewards over the years, Cynthia Shepherd 

served for a long time and Valerie Freestone for the past eleven 

years, during these eleven years Judith Cooke has supported the 

church as Local Lay Pastor. 

Looking through the baptismal record in which the first baptism was 

recorded in 1892, there may have been some in the earlier four years 

not recorded. There have been at least forty two different ministers 

who have served the church, conducting not only baptisms but 

weddings and funerals,  the church has touched the lives of so many 

people in this area. 

Some of the highlights over the years have been the Harvest festival, 

the Christmas Carol service and Easter. Also, the coffee mornings 

which have been running for some years. It has been a great joy to 

see so many village people and those from neighbouring villages 

come along to support it and share fellowship. It has been greatly 

appreciated.  

The decision to cease worship has had to be made because of the 

small number that worship on a Sunday and all that needs to be 

done to run the church.  

We do give thanks for all the years the church has been able to share 

the gospel in Stoney Stanton and serve the community.   

Val Freestone 



Around Our District and Beyond 

 
Wellbeing Walks at Bradgate Park 

Photo by Liezl 

Laubschur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 August 

07 September 

05 October  

Meet 9.45am to 10am at Bradgate Park Newtown Linford Car Park.  

These walks take place every Monday however, the dates above are 

when you will find Adrian Stone as one of the walk leaders 

Car Parking charges apply.  

Walk starts at 10am prompt and lasts 90 minutes   

2 walks take place – a gentle stroll along the carriageway or a ramble 

into the Outer Park. 

 

 



 

 



Looking After Wildlife and Plant life in the heat 

Despite the start of occasional light showers our wildlife and plants 

still need help. Below are some tips from A Rocha – Eco-Church: 

• Put out a shallow dish of water on the ground to help birds, 

animals and insects to stay hydrated. A sone in the dish helps 

bees to perch without drowning. Change the water daily. 

• Avoid cutting the grass. Keep grass long will help retain 

moisture, provide a source of shelter for small mammals and 

insects. 

• Keep bushes unpruned. 

• Keep fruit trees well-watered – with a can, not a hose. This will 

help keep a food source for pollinating insects 

• Add mulch around trees, shrubs and plants in your garden to 

help retain soil moisture. Use organic mulch like wood chips, 

straw or grass clippings.  Spread two to three inches deep and 

avoid contact with plant stems. 

 

 

 



     What is a visit? 
Priory Methodist Church Bedford, England 
Saturday 31 October  •  10 AM - 12:30 PM 

Pastoral visiting is one of the simplest and most meaningful ways we 

can care for one another—but it also comes with real questions. How 

do I know when it’s appropriate to visit? Should I go alone? What if 

meeting at home isn’t possible? And what happens when a 

conversation goes beyond what I feel equipped to handle? 

This session is designed to support anyone with pastoral 

responsibilities—new or experienced—in making confident, 

compassionate decisions in their role. Together, we’ll explore 

practical ways of meeting people where they are, staying safe, 

recognising our limits, and knowing when and how to seek help. 

We’ll also look at how churches can ensure no one is overlooked 

through clear pathways, good signposting, and shared responsibility.  

Come as a team, learn together, and strengthen the pastoral care of 

your church community. 

For more information & to book for free please click the link below: 

What is a visit? Tickets, Saturday 31 October  •  10 AM - 12:30 PM | Eventbrite 

There are also tickets remaining for the same event held online: 

Thursday 10 September  at 10 AM - 12 PM  

Also, Tuesday 15 September at 7 PM – 9 PM 

Online event 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-is-a-visit-tickets-1992823937041?utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e0_tv4_a1demo0dyx9png&fbclid=IwY2xjawTQT9VleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE3bDVsSG5PUmRyQVJqZmhxc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHj2XTWgJEsAnPLxCrXxWlrAVaD0PiTDUOrHoQeuRaa1RNk1KCiWk_rAQMEzy_aem_I5WQ1KHEDtPgTy9aLM87tA#location
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-is-a-visit-tickets-1992823937041?utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e0_tv4_a1demo0dyx9png&fbclid=IwY2xjawTQT9VleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE3bDVsSG5PUmRyQVJqZmhxc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHj2XTWgJEsAnPLxCrXxWlrAVaD0PiTDUOrHoQeuRaa1RNk1KCiWk_rAQMEzy_aem_I5WQ1KHEDtPgTy9aLM87tA
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-is-a-visit-tickets-1989091477153?aff=erelpanelorg#location


 Small Grants 

Did you know that Circuits and Churches can 

apply for small grants from the District?  

Start Up Grants provide up to £5,000 for 

new initiatives or to enable significant 

developments in existing work.  

The Small Grants committee would love to 

see your proposals at their next meetings.  

Read more about District grants and find the Small Grants application form 

here. 

 

 

All We Can Harvest Appeal 

Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come 

to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 

these.’  – Matthew  19:14 

 

All We Can have produced free Harvest resources for churches which 

you can find by clicking here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.northamptonmethodistdistrict.org.uk/log-link-65-74439-aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubm9ydGhhbXB0b25tZXRob2Rpc3RkaXN0cmljdC5vcmcudWsvZ3JhbnRzLmh0bWw=-MjAyNi0wOC0wNyA5OjQ1OjAx
https://www.northamptonmethodistdistrict.org.uk/log-link-65-74439-aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWxsd2VjYW4ub3JnLnVrL2hhcnZlc3Q=-MjAyNi0wOC0wNyA5OjQ1OjAx


 

 

 

 

 



 


